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COURTESY 


by EDGAR A. GUEST 


Not the ‘‘right of way’’ when driving, but the simple way 
of right, 

And never once forgetting to be courteous and polite. 

A little bit of patience as behind the whee! you sit, 

And you'l] never lose a fender, and a child you’I1 never 
hit: 


Oh, the worst of phrases ringing all through motordom today 
Is that selfish bit of wording that is known as ‘‘right 


of way.’' 

It has filled the graves of many who have sped some road 
along--- 

Since Death never asks the question, is the driver right 
or wrong. 


Just a little thought for others; just remembering to be 
kind; 

Just the willingness in traffic to slow down and stay 
behind; 

Just the show of gracious manners which all gentlefolks 
display, 

And the accidents that happen wil] be fewer day by day. 


Just contro] that flash of temper when another sounds his 
horn: 

In the car may be a mother soon to have her baby born. 

Be considerate in your driving, and be courteous and kind, 

And you’11 reach your dwelling safely---and you’1!1 keep your 
peace of mind. 


---Courtesy of the George Matthew Adams Service. 


This driver’s manual has been prepared by the Texas Department 
of Public Safety and is distributed free in an effort to reduce the 
deaths, injuries, and property damage caused by traffic accidents. 


The good driver takes pride in his operation of a motor vehicle and 
tries constantly to improve. He gives the proper hand signals when 
he is about to turn or stop. He never passes other cars on hills or 
curves, He observes all traffic laws and respects the rights of others. 
As a result he is seldom involved in a traffic accident. 


The poor driver who lacks pride in his operation of a motor vehicle 
passes the other vehicles on hills and curves. He never gives hand 
signals when he turns or stops. He pays no attention to traffic laws 
or the rights of others. 


AS A RESULT: 


Year: Killed: Injured ; Cost: 

1943 1,179 35,874 $32,591,250 
1944 # 1,373 42,655 $48,021,219 
1945 1,517 47,680 $57,700,114 
1946 1,959 60,140 $81,642,263 
1947 1,997 59,139 $81,483,938 
1948 2,059 60,008 $83,226,975 
1949 1,957 57,538 $79,514,700 

THIS YEAR IT DEFENDS ON YOU 


It has been proven that driver licensing is a very effective means 
of educating all drivers, and controlling the poor drivers. Therefore, 
Texas is giving a very rigid examination to all applicants for an 
original license, and suspending the driving privilege of those who 
drive carelessly and unsafely. 

The privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the highways is granted 
by the State in the form of a license certificate when the driver has 
met all the requirements and passed his examination. A thorough 
study of-his driver's manual will be of great help in passing the stand- 
ard examination and securing a Texas driver's license. 


A. F. Temple, Chief 
Driver License Division 


Ilomer Garrison Jr., Director 
Tcxas Department of Public Safety 
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DEFINITIONS OF WORDS AND TERMS USED IN THIS BOOKLET 


OPERATOR: Every Person, other than a chauffeur or commercial 


operator who is in actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon 
a highway. 


COMMERCIAL OPERATOR: Every person who is the driver of a 
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of property, 


including all vehicles used for delivery purposes,while said vehicle is 
being used for commercial or delivery purposes, 


CHAUFFEUR: Every person who is the driver for wages, compen- 
sation, or hire, or for fare, of a motor vehicle transporting passengers. 


HIGHWAY: The entire width between property lines of any road, 
street, way, thoroughfare, or bridge in this State not privately owned 
or controlled, when any part thereof is open to the public for vehicu- 
lar traffic and over which the State has Legislative jurisdiction under 
its police power. 


MOTOR VEHICLE: Every vehicle which is self-propelled and every 
vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead 
trolley wires, but not operated upon rails. 


SCHOOL BUS: Every motor vehicle owned by a public or government 


agency, or privately owned and operated for compensation, for the 
transportation of children to or from school. 


NON—RESIDENT: Every person who is not a resident of Texas. 


DEPARTMENT: The Department of Public Safety of the State of 
Texas, acting directly or through its authorized officers and agents. 


INTERSECTION: The place where roads or streets come together 
or cross. 


BUSINESS OR RESIDENCE DISTRICT: Any place where most 


of the land along the road for 300 feet or more is used for places of 
business or houses. 


PEDESTRIAN: Any person afoot. 
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YOUR LICENSE 
HOW TO GET A TEXAS DRIVER’S LICENSE 


If you live in Texas and want to drive a motor vehicle on the 
public streets and highways, you must have a Texas driver's license. 


KIND FEE AGE EXPIRATION 
i EEE EEE EERE 
Operator’s $ .50 14 2 years from date of issuance 


Commercial Operator’s $1.00 16 1 year from date of issuance 


Chauffeur’s ; $3.00 : 21 1 year from date of issuance 


pe ee eee 
BEGINNER’S LICENSE 


If you want to learn to drive or need to practice before you take the 
driving test, you must make application and pass the vision, signs, 
and rules test. Then you will be issued a license that will permit you 
to drive only when there is a licensed driver in the front seat with 
you, and no other passengers in the car. The restriction will be re- 
moved from your license when you pass the driving test. The fee, 
minimum age, and expiration date of beginner’s license is the same 
as that for a regular license of the same kind. 


OPERATOR’S LICENSE 


Every resident of this State who drives a motor vehicle must have 
a Texas Operator’s license unless he has a valid Commercial Operator's 
or Chauffeur’s license. If you are under 18 years of age, your appli- 
cation must be signed under oath by someone who is willing to assume 
the responsibility for any negligence or misconduct on your part 
while you are driving. If your father is living and has custody of you, 
he is required to sign your application; otherwise, your application 
must be signed by your mother or guardian. If you have neither 
father, mother, nor guardian, then your application must be signed 
by your employer or the Judge of the County in which you live. It 
is unlawful for any person who has the custody of a minor to permit 
such minor to operate a motor vehicle without a valid license. 
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If you are under 16 years of age, you must meet one of the following | 


requirements before you may be examined for a license. 

1, Present a certificate signed by the school superintendent stating 
that you have passed an approved driver training course. 

2, Present an authorization from the County Judge of the county 
in which you live showing necessity for driving. 


PERSONS WHO DO NOT NEED A TEXAS 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 


1. The driver of an official motor vehicle in the service of the United 
States. 

2. Drivers of road machinery, farm tractors or other farm machine- 
ry, operated temporarily on the highways. 

8. Residents of other states who are at least 16 years of age and who 
hold a valid license in their home state may drive in Texas as an 
operator only, 

4, Non-residents who are at least 18 years of age may drive any 
vehicle in this state provided they are legally licensed to drive such 
vehicle in their home state. 

5, Residents of states that do not require a license may drive in 
Texas, provided they are at least 18 years of age. 


PERSONS WHO MAY NOT BE LICENSED 
AND WHO MUST NOT DRIVE 


1, Any person under 14 years of age. 

2. Any person as a commercial operator or chauffeur who is under 
16 years of age. 

3, Any person whose license has been suspended until the period 
of suspension has expired. 

4, Any person whose license has been revoked. 

5. Any person who is an habitual drunkard or is addicted to the 
use of narcotic drugs. 

6. Any person who has been adjudged insane or committed to an 
institution for the feeble-minded, unless he has been restored to 
competency or released as cured, 

7. Any person who is unable to pass the required examination. 

&. Any person who is physically or mentally unable to drive safely. 

9. Any person whose driving would be inimical to public safety. 
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YOUR APPLICATION 


To obtain an original license of any type you are required to make 
application on a form furnished by the Department. When it is -com- 
pleted, your application will contain your full name, date of birth, 
physical description, residence address, as well as a brief history of 
your physical and mental condition, and your driving experience and 
record. 


Your application must be signed in your own handwriting and 
sworn to before an officer who 
is authorized to administer 
oaths. If you make any false 
statement in your application, 
you will be subject to a fine or 
imprisonment. 

A complete record of your exam- 
ination will be shown on your 
application and forwarded to the 
Department headquarters by the 
Examiner, where it becomes your 
permanent driving record. Any 
traffic violations or accidents will 
be recorded on this permanent 
folder. 


THE EXAMINATION 


The law requires each person who makes application for an original 
license to pass the complete examination. Any person who allows his 
license to expire before it is renewed may be required to pass the 
standard examination. 


The examination is given for the purpose of e” cating the driver, 
to help eliminate those drivers who are unable to operate a motor 
vehicle safely, and to find out these things: 


1. Do you know the Texas traffic laws and rules of safe driving? 
2. Do you see well enough to drive safely? 


3. Are you able to read and understand the road signs used on 
Texas highways? 


4, Are you willing to keep your car in safe condition? 

5. Do you handle your car skillfuliy? 

6. Do you have any physical or mental handicaps which might 
interfere with your driving safely? 


7. Do you have the proper attitude toward the rights of pedestrians 
and other drivers? 


RULES TEST 


You will be given ten written questions on Texas law and safe 
driving rules taken from the information in this booklet. You are 
required to make a grade of at least 70 on these questions. If you 
do not read well, ask the Examiner for an oral test. 


VISION TEST 

You will be tested by means of a standard chart to determine how 
sharply you can see. If glasses will improve your vision and thus 
increase the safety of your driving, you will be required to wear 
glasses while driving. 


SIGNS TEST 


You will be given ten written questions on the identity and mean- 
ing of standard highway signs as described in this booklet. A grade 
of at least 70 is required on this test. An oral examination may 
be taken by those who are unable to read, 


DRIVING TEST 


The driving test will not be given until you have passed all other 
paris of the examination, No tricks will be played and you will not 
be failed for correctly carrying out any instructions of the Examiner. 
On the entire driving test you will be graded on hand signals, You 
will be expected to see that the way is clear BEFORE doing the 
things the Examiner asks you to do, and then you will be expected 
to follow his instructions. Do not engage in conversation while 
on the driving test. The Examiner is busy giving instructions and 
recording your score, 


Unless you already have a legal right to operate a motor vehicle 
in this State, you should come for the road test accompanied by a 
licensed driver. This driver must remain to drive the car away in 
case you fail, 


If you have a deduction of more than 30 points on the driving 
test, your application will not be approved; or if you have an acci- 
dent, drive dangerously, violate the Jaw, or refuse to follow the in- 
structions of the examiner, your application cannot be approved. 

On the driving test you will be expected to do the things explained 
and listed in the following paragraphs: 


STEPS IN PARALLEL PARKING 
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] Stop even with Drita hari  S.ilthen Wearaf oa panumneel 

carakeadandabout sharp right and car ahead turn 

a foot and a half backslowlystraight wheels sharp left toward eurb in cone 

aueay from it. toward ear behind. and hack slowly to terafparkingspace. 
iar behind. 


shavp right and pull 


1. Parallel Parking. Park your car midway between the two up- 
rights, and not more than eighteen inches from the curb. 

2. Quick Stop. Stop your car as quickly and safely as possible 
from a low rate of speed. 

3. Backing. Back your car for a distance of about fifty feet at 
a slow rate of speed and as straight and smoothly as possible. Turn 
your head and look to the rear at all times while backing. 
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4, Stop Sign. Give the proper hand 
signal, approach the sign in the 
proper lane, stop before reaching 


the pedestrian crosswalk, and re- 
main stopped until you may move 
safely without interfering with the 
cross traffic. 


5. Traffic Light. Get into the 
proper lane and approach the light 
at a speed that will allow you to 
stop if the light should change. 
Come to a stop before getting to 
the pedestrian crosswalk and leave your car in neutral gear while 
the light is red. When the light changes to yellow, you may shift 
into low gear but do not proceed until the light is green and other 
traffic has cleared the intersection. Give the correct signal if you 
are turning or stopping. 


TURNING AROUND 


LOOK BACK BEFORE 
DRIVING FROM CURB 


6. Turn About. Turn your car 
around in a narrow space by back- 
ing only one time. Do not bump 
the curb or use the driveway. Look 
in both directions and give the 
proper signal each time before 
moving across the street. 

7. Clutch, Hold the clutch all 
the way down when starting the 
motor, shifting gears, and when 
your speed drops below 10 miles 
per hour when stopping. Do not 
ride with your foot resting on the 
clutch. 

8. Approach To Corner. Get in 
the proper lane, decrease your 
speed, and look in each direction 
before entering an intersection. 
9. Right of way. Always allow 
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the person on foot to cross in front of your car. Do not go into an 
intersection when you will interfere with other traffic. Pull over 
to the right and stop when you hear a siren or see a vehicle approach- 
ing with a burning red light on the front. 

HOW TO PARK ON HILLS 


| TURN WHEELS 
TO RIGHT 


TURN WHEELS | | TURN WHEELS 
TO CURB FROM CURB 


10. Stop on upgrade. Give your signal, stop your car parallel 
to the curb and about four inches away, cut front wheels sharply 
to the left and allow the car to roll back until the back of the right 
wheel comes to rest against the curb, cut off the switch, set the hand- 
brake, and put your car in low or reverse gear. 

li. Start on the grade. Give a left turn signal, look back, and 
when the way is clear, pull slowly out into the street without racing 
your motor or letting the car roll back. 

12. Turn. Get into the proper lane and give a signal continuously 
for 100 feet before reaching the intersection. Slow your speed be- 
fore reaching the crosswalk and make the turn in the proper lane. 
Do not continue your signal after reaching the cross walk. 

18. Passing. Always look ahead and make sure that you will 
not interfere with other traffic, sound your horn (except when 
driving in towns), speed up a little and pass on the left unless the 
car ahead is about to make a left turn or is in the left lane of a four 
lane street. 

14. Keeping in lane. Stay in the right hand lane at all times 
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except on one-way streets when you are about to pass another ve- 
hicle, or make a left turn. Always give a signal before changing 
lanes. 

15. Use of horn. The horn may be used to warn pedestrians 
and when about to pass other vehicles outside towns; it must be used 
when necessary to insure safe operation and for no other purpose. 
Do not use your horn to signal your friends, hurry other drivers, or 
at > cated No horn should emit an unreasonably loud or harsh 
sound. 


16. Following. Do not drive too 


closely behind other cars. 


Allow at least 
one car length 


for lOmph 
of speed ae 


17. Posture. Keep both hands on 


steering wheel and do not rest 


your elbow in the window. 


When you return to the exam- 
ining station, the Examiner will 
explain your mistakes and if he 
is unable to approve your appli- 
cation, he will tell you how to 
qualify and when to return for another examination. 


THE LICENSE 


When you have passed all parts of the examination and paid the 
required fee, the State will grant you the privilege of driving a 
motor vehicle. 

Receipt. The Examiner will issue you a receipt which you may 
use as a temporary license for 30 days or until the Department can 
check your driving record and mail the license to you. 

License. The number of your original license will be your perma- 
nent number as long as you have a Texas license, and it should be 
recorded by you for checking purposes in case your license is lost. 


Always carry your license with you when driving, as you are re- 
quired to show it to any police officer, sheriff, constable, judge, justice 
of the peace, license and weight inspector, or examiner who may ask 
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Do Not Fottow Too Cuose 


to see it. You are also required to show your license to anyone with 
whom you are involved in an accident. 


RESTRICTIONS 


If you are unable to pass the complete examination without some 
kind of special equipment, your license wil] restrict you to driving 
with such equipment at all times. The most common restrictions 
are as follows: 

With Glasses. This restriction is placed on the license of any 
person who cannot meet the vision standards without glasses. 

Outside Mirror. Placed on the license of any person who cannot 
hear an ordinary horn. 

Steering Wheel Knob. Placed on the license of any person who 
does not have full use of both hands or has only one hand. 

Mechanical Devices. Placed on the license of any person who 
has physical defects that keep him from driving ordinary vehicles. 

Motorcycle Only. Placed on the license of any person who takes 
the driving test on a motorcycle. 

Passenger Car Only. Placed on the commercial operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license of any person who has not passed the require- 
ments for driving heavy equipment. 

Licensed Operator In Front Seat. Placed on the license of any 
person who cannot pass the driving test and wishes a license to prac- 
tice driving. 

Daytime Only. Placed on the license of any person who has dif- 
ficulty in seeing at night. 

A license may also be restricted to driving in rural areas or on 
jateral roads if the applicant is unable to meet the requirements 
for obtaining a license to drive in heavy traffic. 

If you are convicted for driving in violation of the restrictions on 
your license, you are subject. to the same penalty as a person who 
drives without a license. The Department may also hold a hearing 
to suspend or revoke the license. 


RENEWALS 


You may renew your license without examination if your 
record is clear. The expiration date of the new type 
license may be found on the left side of the Licenses A 
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renewal notice will be mailed to you 30 days prior to 
expiration date and is to be used by you in making appli- 
cation for renewal of your license in the future. Your 
name and address and other infornation supplied on the 
renewal card should be printed in ink or typewritten and 
the renewal card returned immediately so that you will 
receive the new license before your present one expires. 
Send the completed renewal notice card and a money order 
or cashier*’s check in the proper amount to Driver's 
License Division, Department of Public Safety, Box 4087, 
North Austin Station, Austin 9, Texas. 

Holders of old type licenses will receive no advance 
notice of their expiration. Renewals may be obtained by 
submitting the renewal stub of the license with correct 
information on name, address and description shown there- 
on, or attached, to the above address with the proper fee. 

An operator’s license can be renewed only as such. A 
commercial operator's or chauffeur's license may be re- 
newed as operator’s, commercial operator's or chauffeur’s 
license. 


PERMITTING UNLICENSED PERSON TO 
DRIVE é 


It is illegal to permit a child under eighteen years of age to drive 
upon a public road or highway if such minor does not have a driver’s 
license. It is also unlawful to hire an unlicensed chauffeur or com- 
mercial operator, or to permit a car owned by you or under your 
control to be driven by an unlicensed person, or to rent a motor ve- 
hicle to an unlicensed person. 


RELEASE FROM LIABILITY 


If you have signed the application of a minor in order for him 
to obtain a license, you may at any time in the future ask the De- 
partment to cancel the license of the minor. This request must be 
made in writing and sworn to before some officer authorized to ad- 
minister oaths. 


DUPLICATE LICENSE 


If your license is misplaced, stolen, or destroyed, it will be neces- 
sary for you to make application for a duplicate direct to the head- 
quarters office in Austin. If your record is clear and your license 
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has not expired, a new license will be mailed to you. A duplicate 
may be obtained by sending your full name, address and license 
number, if available, to Austin with a money order or cashier’s check 
in the amount of 25 cents. 


CHANGE OF NAME OR ADDRESS 


If you change your address, you must notify the Driver License 
Division, Department of Public Safety, Austin 9, Texas within 10 
days. You must use either a postal card or the regular form for 
this purpose. Give your license number, full name and new address. 
If you change your name, take your license to an examining station 
within 10 days. There is no fee for this service. 


HOW YOU MAY LOSE YOUR 
PRIVILEGE TO DRIVE 


Your license gives you the privilege of driving a motor vehicle on 
Texas streets and highways only as long as you do so safely. If 
you break the driving laws of the State or cities, or become incapable 
of driving, your license may be taken away. 

The law requires that your license must be automatically suspended 
if a court finds you guilty of: 

1. Killing or injuring anyone while driving. 

2. Driving while drunk or drugged. 

8. Any violation of the motor vehicle Jaws for which you could 

be sent to prison. 

4. Hit and run driving. 

If you pet up a bail bond after being arrested for any one of the 
four things listed above and fail to appear in court, your license 
will be taken away from you just as if you had been tried and 
found guilty. 

Your license also may be suspended for as long as one year: 

1. If the Department has reason to believe you have done any 

of the four things listed ahove. 

2. If you cause a serious accident while you are driving, or if 
you fail to make a renort to the Department of the accident. 
If you become incompetent to drive. 

If you are an habitual violator of the traffic laws. 
If your driving record shows that you are habitually reck- 


eo 
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less, careless or negligent in driving. 


6. If you let someone else use your license, or make a false 
statement in your application, or violate a restriction placed 
en your license. 

7. If you commit a serious violation of the motor vehicle laws. 

Your license may be taken away if you violate highway laws while 
driving your car in another state, just the same as if you were in 
Texas. The Department may take away the operating privileges 
of any non-resident who violates the highway laws in Texas while 
driving a motor vehicle. 

If your license is about to be suspended for any one of the reasons 
in the list of seven, you will be notified by mail that a hearing will 
be held to give you an opportunity to show why your license should 
not be taken away. If the traffic court makes an affirmative finding, 
the law allows you ten days in which to make an appeal to County 
Court. 

If you drive while your license is suspended, you may upon con- 
viction be placed in jail for as long as six months and be required 
to pay a fine of up to $500. Upon such conviction, the suspension 
period will be extended for a like period as the original one. 

The Department of Public Safety maintains a permanent record 
on every driver. in the State. All reports of arrests and convictions 
for traffic violations and all accident reports are made a part of 
this record, 


If your driver’s license is suspended or cancelled, you must sur- 
render it to the Department. You must not lend or borrow a driver’s 
license. You must not have more than one license of any class in 
your possession. You must not use a false or fictitious name in 
applying for a license. 


YOUR HIGHWAYS 


The highway engineers and maintenance crews have done every- 
thing possible to make the highways as safe as possible. If you will 
observe the highway markings, the signs, the traffic signals and 
abide by them, you will be a much safer driver. 
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ROAD MARKINGS 


Most hard surfaced highways ave divided into lanes by stripes 
placed on the surface by the highway department. 

Two-lane highways have a center stripe and you should never cross 
this stripe except in overtaking and passing another vehicle or when 
the right half of the highway is closed to traffic. 

On highways divided into two lanes by a solid center stripe, a 
broken stripe on the right marks “No Passing Zones.” If the highway is 
divided into two lanes by a broken center stripe, a solid yellow stripe 
to the right marks “No Passing Zones.” You must not pass another 
vehicle in any designated “No Passing Zone.” 3 

If you are driving on a three-lane highway, you should drive in 
the extreme right hand lane, except when about to pass another 
vehicle or make a left turn, 

A four-lane highway is divided in half by two solid stripes in the 
center. The two lanes on each side of the center are then divided 
by a single line. You should drive in the right hand lane at all 
times except when passing another vehicle or about to make a left 
turn. Under no conditions should you drive to the left of the double 
center stripes. Passing on the right is permitted on highways of 
sufficient width for two or more lines of moving vehicles in each 
direction if the way is cl and movement can be made safely with- 
out driving off the pavement. 


TRAFFIC SIGNALS 


Traffic signals, often called “Stop-and-Go-Lights” are placed at 
matin intersections to control conflicting movements of traffic and to 
reduce the hazard of right angle collisions. 

A Steady Burning Red Light. Stop back of crosswalk or, if none, 
before entering intersection until the green light appears, unless 
signs or signals permit certain movements of traffic to proceed. 


A Green Light. You may proceed straight through or turn if 
permitted at intersection, but each driver must take due precaution 
to ayoid hitting any vehicle or pedestrian. 

A Green Arrow Showing At The Same Time As A Red Light. You 
may proceed carefully in the direction in which the arrow is pointing, 
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DRIVE IN PROPER LANE 


but you must give right-of-way to pedestrians and vehicles lawfully 
within the intersection. 

A Yellow Light: Warns that stop signal will be exhibited im- 
mediately thereafter. You should stop your car and wait for the 
green light, provided that you can do so without danger to a motorist 
who may be following. 

A Flashing Red Light: Stop completely before entering cross- 
walk or, if none, before entering intersection, then proceed when safe. 

A Flashing Yellow Light: Slow your vehicle to a safe and reason- 
able speed and proceed with caution. 

TRAFFIC SIGNS 

‘lraffic signs are put up to help you drive more carefully, there- 
fore, it is essential that you understand exactly what they mean. 
The shape and color of the signs have a definite meaning so that you 
will know what to do, even though the lettering cannot be read. 


Octagon shaped signs mean stop. Yellow signs with 
black letters. - 


Diamond shaped signs always mean danger. Yellow 
signs with black letters. —— 


Round signs always mean railroad crossing ahead. 
Yellow signs with black lettérs~and cross-bars. 


Square shaped signs with yellow background and 
black letters always mean caution, 


Square and rectangular shaped signs with white 
background and black letters give instructions and 
information. — 


ol] 5O¢@ 
Ol] BO@O@ 


Speed limit signs are white with black numbers. 


Shields show U. S. Highway 


oN 
sy routes. Texas state route markers 

are square with white background, 

black figures and black letters, 

“Texas.” 

Marker Marker 
U.S. Route Texas Route 
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STOP. Eight-sided yellow sign with black let- 
ters means come to a complete stop when you 
reach the intersection, and remain stopped until 


the way is clear. Be sure to stop so as not to 
block the pedestrian crosswalk. If the way is 
clear when you approach, you must stop, but you 
may start again at once. 


RAILROAD CROSSING. Round yellow sign 
with black letters and cross-bars, placed beside 
the highway several hundred feet before reach- 
ing the crossing. You should reduce speed and 
be able to stop if necessary. 


A diamond shaped yellow sign with black letters means that there is 
danger ahead, and you should slow the speed of your vehicle. Some 
of these signs have the words on them, and others have markings 
to show why you must drive slowly. 


“Pee 


SLOW. If you are driving at normal speed, slow down and be 
prepared to stop if necessary. 

SLICK WHEN WET. Drive at normal speed when road is dry, 
but in wet weather the following precautions should be observed: 


Drive slower than usual highway speed, do not increase speed o1 


apply brakes suddenly, make sharp turns at very slow speed. 


NARROW BRIDGE. Wide enough to mect another vehicle, but 
with very little clearance. 

DIP. There is a low place in the road. Go slow and be ready to 
stop if dip is filled with water. 
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PAVEMENT ENDS. Slow down until you know it is safe to 
continue at regular speed. Hard surface ends, gravel begins. 


KEEP TO RIGHT. Some unusual road condition such as divided 
highway, blind curve, or approach to a hill. Stay on the extreme right 
side of the highway. 


LOOSE GRAVEL. The surface of the road is covered with loose 
gravel. Go slow enough to keep complete control of your car. Do 
not apply brakes suddenly or make sharp turns. 2 


SOFT SHOULDERS. Use extreme caution when it is necessary 
to get off the paved portion of the highway, because the dirt on the 
side is soft, and usually dangerous. 


ROAD 
ee CLOSED 


ONE-WAY BRIDGE. Wide enough for only one vehicle at a 
time. You may cross from either direction after making sure that 
the bridge is clear of oncoming traffic. 


ROAD CLOSED. Do not pass barricade. Look for detour or 
alternate route. 


LOW CLEARANCE. Height of underpass from road surface. Do 
not try to enter if your load exceeds the maximum height shown on 
the sign. 
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LEFT CURVE. A gradual curve to the left. Slow your speed 
and keep well to the right. 

RIGHT TURN. A sharp turn to the right. Slow your speed, 
keep to the right, and do not pass another vehicle. 

DOUBLE CURVE. First to the right, then the left. Slow your 
speed, keep to the right, and do not pass other vehicles. 

WINDING ROAD. There are several curves ahead. Drive slowly 
and carefully. 


A square yellow sign with black letters cautions you that a slower 
speed and more careful driving is required. 


LOOK OUT FOR TRUCKS. Decrease your speed and watch for 
trucks entering or crossing the highway. Usually found near con- 
struction work, F 

SCHOOL ZONE. You are near a school. Slow your speed, drive 
with extreme care, and watch for children running from between 
parked cars, 

HOSPITAL ZONE. You are near a hospital. Drive slowly and 
quietly. Watch for emergency vehicles, 
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CHURCH ZONE. You are near a church. Reduce your speed, 
watch for persons stepping from between parked cars, and pass 
quietly during church hours. 

CROSS ROAD. A road crossing the main highway. Look to 
right and left for other traffic. 

SIDE ROAD. Another road enters the highway on which you are 
traveling from the direction in which the arrow points, Watch for 
traffic from that direction. 

Square red signs with white letters are used as temporary danger 
signs when a highway is under construction or repairs. 


SPEED25 MPH 


ROAD 
REPAIRS 


ROAD REPAIRS. Slow your speed to 25 miles per hour and 
watch for men working. 

RESUME SPEED. Placed at the end of the repairs or construction 
zone and indicate that you may return to normal highway speed. 

Oblong yellow signs with black letters warn you that you are 
approaching an extremely dangerous place and that you should be 


on the alert. | 
DANGEROUS | 


PASSING PROHIBITED | 
WHERE DASH STRIPE | |INTERSECTION 
[tooo FEET | 


|_1S IN YOUR LANE 


PASSING PROHIBITED. Do not pass other vehicles when there 
is a broken or yellow stripe in your lane. 

DANGEROUS INTERSECTION. Two main highways come to- 
gether or cross. Reduce speed and be ready to stop. 


DO NOT CROSS 
DOUBLE STRIPE 


fone INSIDE, LANE. FOR 
[romans] | "SVSSwne ONLY 


White signs with black letters are information and instruction signs. 
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DO NOT CROSS DOUBLE STRIPE. Used to designate the center 
of highways with four or more lanes. Never drive to the left side 
of the double stripe. 

NO PARKING. Do not park in that area for any reason. 

INSIDE LANE FOR PASSING ONLY. Found on highways having 


three or more traffic lanes. Drive in the right hand lane at all times 
except when passing or about to make a left turn. 


YOUR CAR 


No matter how well you can drive, you are not a safe motorist 
unless your car is in good shape. Certain safety equipment is re- 
aquired, Lut a good driver wants his car to do more than just get 
by, as the law is designed to keep onlysreally dangerous cars from 
the road. The law requires you to submit to a vehicle inspection 
by a member of the Department upon request. 

A driving test will not be given unless the condition of the car is 
such as to insure its safe operation during the test. 


REQUIRED EQUIPMENT 


Headlights 
(withhigh Rear Registration 


andlow beam) SI \ Plate and Light 


/\ Horn (but not bell 
a mane sen) 2 


~ \\Hand Brake 
As+—foot Brake 


Front Registration Red Tail Light, | 
Plate Red Reflectors 
and Stop Light 


the brakes to at least two wheels. The brakes must be able to stop 
the car within 30 feet (40 feet for two wheel brakes) when traveling 
at a speed of 20 miles per hour. Both sets of brakes must be able 
to stop and hold the car and control its movement. Motorcycles 
must be equipped with one brake which may be operated by hand 
or foot. 

Lights: Your car must be equipped with: 

1. Two head lamps, one on each side of the front. 

2. At least one tail lamp on the rear which emits @ red light 
plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet. 

3. A white light illuminating the rear license plate at all times 
when the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. 

4. New cars sold after January 1, 1948, must be equipped with 
a stop lamp on the rear which emits a red or yellow light 
upon application of the foot brake. 

5. All new cars sold must be equipped with two red reflectors, 
one on each side. These may be in conjunction with the 
tail lamps. The reflectors are to be placed at a height of 
24 to 60 inches above the ground and must be visible within 
all distances of 50 to 800 feet. 

6. Motorcycles must have one and not more than two head- 
lamps and one tail lamp. 

Horn: Your car must have a horn (not a bell, whistle or siren) 
which can be heard for a distance of 200 feet. It should be used 
only when it is necessary to insure safe operation. 

Muffler: Your car must be equipped with a muffler and exhaust 
pipe in good condition to reduce the noise and prevent the escaping 
of gases. 

License Plates: Your car must be properly registered for the 
current year by April 1st. 


OTHER EQUIPMENT WHICH YOU MAY HAVE 


For safety in bad weather you should have a windshield wiper 
that is in good working order. 


You should have a rearview mirror in order that you may see 
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vehicles that are about to pass you. (Most states require a rear- 
i mirror.) : 

wnYou may have a spot light on your car, but it must be turned off 
when a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction is in sight. 


EQUIPMENT WHICH YOU MUST NOT HAVE 


Red lights showing from the front. 
Bell, siren or exhaust whistle. 

ffler cut-out. 
janie that extends more than three inches beyond the 
left side or six inches beyond the right side of the running 
board or fenders of your car. 
5. Any flashing light except a turn indicator. 


YOUR DRIVING 


Obeying Officers. You must obey traffic officers at all times. There 
will be times when he will instruct you to do something that mer 
narily would be contrary to the law. He will do this only in seen 
an emergency or when it is necessary to keep traffic flowing Emoce y 
and safely. A common example: A policeman holding up traffic 
at a green light and permitting a funeral procession to continue 
through a red light. 


STOPPING 


Ree 


ig LOOK BOTH WAYS ¥ 
7 AT GRADE CROSSINGS 


WATCH FOR THE 
DOUBLE TRACK 


You must always stop for these 
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There are some conditions under which you must make a full stop: 

1. When a traffic officer orders you to stop. 

2. Where a STOP sign has been erected. 

3. At railroad crossings, stop 15 to 50 feet of nearest rail when 
directed to stop by a flagman, when there are flashing red 
lights, gong sounding, wig wags swinging, stop sign, or other 
devices warn that it is not safe to proceed. 

4. Five feet back of rear door when a street car has stopped to 

take on or discharge passengers. (Except where a safety 

lane is provided for passengers.) 

Where there is a flashing red traffic signal. 
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Where there is a traffic signal (red, yellow and green) and the 


red light is showing, you must wait until the green light comes 
on. 


7. When meeting or overtaking a school bus that has stopped to 
take on or let off children. You may then pass at a speed of 
not over 10 miles per hour if the way is clear. 


8. When the green light goes off and the yellow comes on at a 
traffic signal, you should stop if possible to do so safely. 


9. When you have been in- 
volved in an accident, you 
must stop until you have 
done the things required of 
you. 


Pull over and 
STOP for 

emergency 

vehicles 


10. You must stop when a ve- 
hicle approaches sounding a 
siren or displaying a burn- 
ing red light on the front. 
(Fire trucks, Ambulances, 


Police Cars.) 

11. You must stop when coming 
onto a street or highway 
from an alley, a private road, 
or from a building. 


on 


PARKING 


All accidents do not happen while vehicles are being driven, A 
parked vehicle may also cause an accident, resulting in death, injury, 
or property damage. Befure leaving your vehicle, get it off the road- 
way, set the brakes, and stop the motor. If your car breaks down, 
move it off the highway. 

Parking On A Hill: When you stop headed down hill, turn your 
front wheels toward the curb or the side of the road. If you are 
headed up a hill where there is a curb, turn your front wheels away 
from the curb and let your car roll until the back of the right front 
wheel rests against the curb. If there is no curb, turn your front 
wheels sharply toward the right, just as you would do when headed 
down hill. It is also wise to leave your car in gear. 

Parking On A Highway: Never park on the paved or main trav- 
eled part of any highway outside of a business or residential district 
when you can park off the roadway. If you cannot park off the 
roadway, leave sufficient clearance on the left (road) side of your car 
for others to pass, and be sure that your vehicle can be seen for a 
distance of 200 feet in each direction. If necessary to park on a 
highway at night, you must use your parking lights or lower beam 
of the headlights. 

DON’T PARK 

1. Within an intersection. 
2. Within a pedestrian cross- 

: walk or within 20 feet of a 

4 | crosswalk at an intersection. 
4 3. Within 15 feet of a fire 
On rural roads, i ldvarit: 
pull entirely 4. In front of a public or private 
‘tary driveway. 

5. On a bridge or other elevated 
structure upon a highway or 
within a tunnel. 

G. In ‘No Parking’ zones desig- 
nated by official signs. 

7. Double or, that is, two deep 
along the curb or side of the 
street. 


off pavement 
! to park 
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8. On narrow streets or roads, where parking would interfere with 
regular traffic. 


9. On a sidewalk. 


10. Within 30 feet upon the approach to any traffic control signal 
at the side of the roadway. 


41. Between a safety zone and adjacent curb or within 30 feet of 
points on curb opposite ends of safety zone. 


42. Within 50 feet of nearest rail of railroad crossing. 


13. Within 20 feet of driveway entrance to fire station and on side 
of street opposite entrance within 75 feet of entrance. 


14. Alongside-or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when 
parking would obstruct traffic. 


SPEED 


Motorists who drive at reasonable speeds may operate an auto- 
mobile for many years without having an accident. The speed at 
which you may drive safely depends upon how crowded the road is, 
how far can you see, the condition of the road, and the condition of 
your automobile. 


You should always slow your speed after dark or at times when 
you cannot see the road clearly because of bad weather conditions 
or curves and hills. Driving on an icy road at ten miles per hour 
may be too fast, or driving on an open highway on a rainy night 
at twenty-five miles per hour may be too fast. 


Under ordinary conditions, you must not drive so slowly as to inter- 
fere with traffic moving at a normal rate of speed. 


SPEED LIMITS: The State speed limit for passenger cars is 
sixty (60) miles per hour on open highways in the day time, and 
fifty-five (55) miles per hour on open highways at night. Inside 
ecity limits the speed limit is thirty (30) miles per hour, day or night. 


Any city is authorized to change the limits therein if conditions 
warrant such action. The State Highway Commission has the au- 
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thority to reduce the speed limits at any place where conditions make 
the maximum speed limits unsafe. Proper signs will be placed a- 
long the highway showing the speed limits in such zones. 


SHARING THE ROADS WITH OTHERS 


It is one thing to drive safely when there are no other cars or 
pedestrians about, but quite another and more difficult matter to 
keep out of accidents in traffic. Certain rules are important in 
sharing the roads with others. 


KEEP TO THE RIGHT. You should drive upon the right half 
of the roadway except when passing another vehicle, on one way 
streets, or when right half of roadway is closed to traffic. Never 
drive on the left side of the roadway in the following places: 


1. Within 100 feet of a bridge, 
viaduct or tunnel. 


2. Within 100 feet of or crossing 
any intersection or railroad 
grade crossing. 


8. On a hill, a curve or any other 
place designated as a no pass- 
ing zone because of sight re- 
striction. 


4. When there are two or.more 
traffic lanes in each direction. 
5. Any time when left side of 
Do not take your half out road is not clearly visible and 

of the middle free of oncoming traffic. 
OVERTAKING AND PASSING. When you overtake another ve- 
hicle, pass on the left, except when the driver of the other car is 
making or is about to make a left turn. In such case, you may, pass 
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to the right. 
DO NOT OVERTAKE AND PASS AT THESE LOCATIONS 


RAILROADS | V INTERSECTIONS 


When you wish to overtake and pass a car going in the same 
direction, take these steps: , 
1. Before you cross to the left of the center line, make sure there 
is plenty of time to pass and get back into the right hand lane 
before coming within 100 feet of any car coming from the 
opposite direction. . 
2. Except in business or residential districts, sound the horn so 
that the driver ahead may know what you intend to do. 
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8. Give a left turn signal to inform the driver behind you and 
also the driver ahead. 


4. After passing the car and before returning to the right lane, 
be sure there is ample clearance. Avoid “cutting in” too 
quickly. An accepted safety rule is to wait until you can 
see the car you have just passed in your rear vision mirror. 

When you are about to be overtaken and passed by another ve- 

hicle, move to the right and slow your speed. 


Before changing lanes look carefully behind. Someone 
may be passing you. 


HAND SIGNALS FOR STOPS AND TURNS 
Before you slow down, turn, or change lanes, make sure that you 
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can do so safely. Let other drivers and pedestrians know what you 
intend to do by giving the proper signal. 


ARM SIGNALS FOR STOPS AND TURNS 


LEFT TURN | | RIGHT TURN 


SLOW or STOP 


Hand and arm exienacd Hand and arm extended Hand and arm extended 
downward horizontally upward 


Be sure to give signals by extending your hand and arm well out 
of the car window. All signals should be given continuously for 
the last 100 feet before you turn, or stop, but signals should not be 
given while you are actually making the turn. 

The left turn signal should also be used in pulling away from 
parking spaces parallel to a curb and on heavily traveled streets in 
moving over to the left to overtake and pass another vehicle. 


The right turn signal should be given when pulling into a parking - 


place or me~ing into the right band lane, 


TURNS 

One of the easiest ways to tell a good driver from a bad one is 
to watch how he makes a turn at an intersection. There are seven 
steps used by a good driver in making a turn. 

1. Decide on the place ycu want to turn a long way before, you 
get there. If you are not sure, drive slowly until you can read 
the street sign or in some other way make up your mind. 
Never make a “last minute” turn---it is too dangerous. 

2. Get into the proper lane as soon as possible. The faster the 
traffic, the sooner you should get into the vroper lane. 
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| 8. Look behind and to both sides before changing lanes in pre- EOW TO MAKE A RIGHT TURN 


| | paring to make the turn. 


4. Indicate what you are about to do by giving the proper signal. 


SPEED IN INTERSECTIONS 


2 SI 
og TARY 2 Keep as close as 
% g possible to right 


4 End turn signal 

| 3 and look both ways 
before starting to 

make a right turn 


5. If your speed is too fast to make the turn safely, slow down 


S| 


before reaching the crosswalk and make the turn at a slow 4 TY FE Begin turn signal 
speed. Do not use the brake or clutch while actually turning. j Aaa aaicenint 


feet from corner 


Far before the cor 
ner, move over to 
the right side 
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HOW TO MAKE A LEFT TURN 


<—— —___ __ 


Do 70F ene 


_— ans =eyp se oe 
Fk =i) = 


1 
at? 


a . 5 . 
‘ter completi 

turn, Bvadualy 
move over to right 


auoy puoy-4ybrs uy u014925? 


Enter street just 
to right of center 


End turn signal 
and look right and 
left before start 


ing to make turn 


Eee turn signal 


and start slowin, : 
down at least 10 a 5 
feet from/cormer |-—#_——___ —_>— 


. 4 . 
Well ahead of the 
turn, look for any 
following cars and 
move over close to 
center line, giving 
signal if needed 
for moving over 
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6. Make the turn correctly. This will be easy if you are in the 
proper lane and are going slow enough at the time you begin 
the turn. 

7. Finish the turn in the proper lane. 

RIGHT TURN: Approach the corner at which you are about to 
turn right in the extreme right hand lane as close to the curb or 
parked cars as possible while making the turn so that you will still 
be in the right lane when the turn is completed. 

LEFT TURN: At least a half a block before turning left you 
should pull into the lane nearest the center of the street. Enter the 
intersection from this lane, make a reasonably sharp curve, and com- 
plete the turn in the lane nearest the center on the right side of the 
street entered. If you are turning left from a one-way street, get 
as near the left curb as possible. If you are turning into a one-way 
street, enter that street as near the left curb as possible. 


RIGHT OF WAY 

There are rules governing right of way, but you should never put 
rules ahead of safety. If you have the right of way and the other 
drivers yield it to you, proceed immediately. 


FOLLOW THESE RULES: 

1. The car that enters the intersection first has the right of way. 

2. If two ears enter an intersection at about the same time, the 
car to the right has the right of way. 

3. If you are entering a through street or highway at which there 
are stop signs, you must stop completely and proceed when you 
can do so without interfering with other traffic. 


4. Emergency vehicles such as police cars, fire engines, and ambu- 
lances have the right of way when they are displaying a red 
light in front or when they signal with a siren or bell. At 
such times, other vehicles should immediately drive to the 
right and stop until the emergency vehicles have passed. 
NEVER follow such vehicles. 

5. The driver of a vehicle turning left shall yield the right of 
way to vehicles approaching from the opposite direction which 
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RIGHT OF WAY 


Yield to | 


q caronright 


Yield Right-of- Way| 
to pedestrians 


Watch for pedestrians 
between intersections 


TURN RULE 
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1 SAME TIME | 
J RULE \ | 


RIGHT-OF-WAY AT STOP STREETS 
ENTERING STOP STREET WHEN ON STOP STREET 
——(25) 
Yield to car 


4 approaching | 


LEFT TURN RIGHT-OF-WAY 


4 HE TURNS LEFT 4 (I TURN LEFT 
j " ley RULE 
| Yield to cars 


Yield to car Se 

in intersection > ———» approaching 
and signaling 

pam, for turn \ 
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are within, or so near, as to constitute a hazard, but after 
yielding and signalling he may turn and must be granted right 
of way by the vehicles approaching from the opposite direction. 
If both ears enter the intersection at the same time, the car 
going straight through has the right of way. 

6. Cars on a public street or highway have the right of way over 
cars entering from a private drive or side road. 

7. Pedestrians in a marked crosswalk have the right of way, 
except when they enter the crosswalk on a red light or against 
the directions of a traffic officer. 


DRIVING WHILE DRINKING 


If you have been drinking, or taking drugs, you are in no condition 
to drive your car because you cannot see, think or act as quickly 
as you can when normal. You are much more likely to be involved 
in an accident if you have been drinking. You might injure or kill 
some innocent person who is entirely within his rights in the use 
of the highways. 

On your first conviction of driving while under the influence of 
liquor or narcotic drugs, your license will be automatically suspended 
for six months, and in addition you may be fined not less than $50 nor 
more than $500 or placed in the County Jail for not less than 10 days 
nor more than two years. 


SKIDDING 


Much time and thought should 
be given to learning how to pre- 
vent skidding, as there is little 
that can be done when your car 
actually goes into a skid. As a 
general rule, if the car starts to 
skid in either direction, take your 
foot from the accelerator; and, if 
you can do so without running off 


Steering out of a skid the road or hitting something, turn 
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the steering wheel in the direction of the skid. This rule is not 
always applicable. If you are meeting other traffic and the rear 
of your car skids to the left, you would not want to steer your car 
into the oncoming traffic. You should always drive cautiously when 
the roads or weather conditions may cause your car to skid. Remem- 
ber---nineteen out of twenty skids can be avoided if the driver takes 
into consideration the slippery road and uses good judgment, 


NIGHT DRIVING 


The distance you can see ahead is greatly reduced, at night. There- 
fore, your speed should be reduced in proportion, Be sure that you 
can stop within the distance illuminated by your headlights. 


USE OF HIGH AND LOW HEADLIGHT BEAMS 


Always use lower beam when approaching other cars so as not to 
blind the driver. Also use lower beam when driving where there are 
street lights, in fog, and when following another car closely. 

Use upper beam only when driving in the open country and no 
other cars are near. Even with the upper beam, a safe speed is 
much slower than by day. 

The law requires that you use lower (dim) lights when within 500 
feet of an approaching car, and when following closely behind another 
vehicle. Dim your lights also when you are driving on lighted 
streets or in fog. Driving with the high beam in a fog is like shining 
your lights un a mirror, the light reflects into your eyes. : 

Avoid looking directly into the lights of approaching vehicles. 
Watch the right side of the roadway and slow your speed when meet- 
ing a car at night. 

NEVER DRIVE WHEN YOU BECOME SLEEPY whether it be 
day or night. Either change drivers or pull off the roadway and 
take a nap. 

The lights on your car must be lighted when traveling on the high- 
ways between the hours of 30 minutes after sunset and 30 minutes 
before sunrise and at any other times when persons and vehicles 
cannot be seen clearly from a distance of 500 feet. 

When parking on an unlighted highway at night, you must have 
your park lights on. In case the headlamps are used, you must use 
the lower beam. 


89 


THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN YOU ARE 
DRIVING 


1. Never put your brakes on suddenly when you have a flat tire. 
Take your foot off the gas and apply the brakes cautiously. 

2. Do not be in a hurry to get back on the pavement when you 
run off. Slow your speed before attempting to return to the 
pavement. 

3. Be very careful when backing. Always look back instead of 
using the rearview mirror and back at a speed of less than 
10 miles per hour. Never back into an intersection. 

4. Do not drive through a safety zone where people are standing. 

5. Except on one-way streets, pass street cars on the right side 
instead of the left as you do other vehicles. 

6. Be alert when approaching bicycle riders. They are supposed 
to ride to the right, but are sometimes not as careful as they 
should be. 

7. Persons carrying white canes are usually blind and should be 
watched very carefully. 

8. Don’t coast with the gears in neutral or with the clutch pushed 
down. When going down a steep grade you should shift to 
second or even to low gear. 

9. Don’t let anything crowd you when you are driving. You need 
freedom of hands and feet. 


DRIVERS AND PEDESTRIANS 


The driver’s responsibility is greater than that of the pedestrian, 
since a motor vehicle with its greater weight and speed is much 
more destructive. 

A pedestrian sometimes does thoughtless or foolish things, but 
in spite of this, if your vehicle is under control at all times, you 
should be able to avoid hitting him. 

During the past 10 years pedestrian deaths have increased very 
rapidly. The pedestrians killed and injured are usually persons who 
are unfamiliar with automobiles or those who are not as alert as 
the average person. Older people who move slowly and cannot see 
or hear well are frequently involved in such accidents. 
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Children are the next group most frequently involved in pedestrian 
accidents. They do not realize the danger of playing in or crossing 
the street. 


RULES FOR PEDESTRIANS: 
1. Observe traffic signals. 
2. Cross streets in pedestrian lanes when possible. 
3. Look in both directions before crossing a street or highway. 
4. Do not leave the curb when you will interfere with vehicular 
traffic. 
5. Do not stand in the street waiting for a signal to change. 
6. Look in both directions before stepping from behind parked 
cars. 
7. Do not stand in a street or on the roadway to solicit a ride. 
8. Always walk on the left side 
of the highway facing on- 
coming traffic, and step off 
the pavement when a motor 
vehicle approaches. 


Never walk on the highway 
where there is a sidewalk or 
pathway. 


FACING 
TRAFFIC 


Always wear white or light 
clothing or carry a light when 
you walk on the highway at 
night. 


ACCIDENTS 


IF YOU ARE INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT 
1. Stop the car at once. 
2. Render all aid possible to the injured: 
a. Do not move him unless it is absolutely necessary 
b. Stop severe bleeding. 
ce. Keep him lying down. 
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d. Keep him warm. 
e. Send for an ambulance or a doctor. 

3. Send for the nearest police officer. 

4, Get the driver's license number, and the vehicle registration 
number of the other driver and his name and address. Give 
him this same information about yourself. 

5. An approved accident report form may be obtained from any 
Highway Patrolman, Driver License Examiner, Sheriff's Of- 
fice or police station. You must make a written report on 
this form to the Department of Public Safety within 24 hours 
if the accident involves death, personal injury, or total property 
damage of $25.00 or over. If the driver is so seriously in- 
jured that he cannot make this report, someone who was riding 
in the car should make the report for him. 


ACCIDENT REPORTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND CANNOT 
BE USED IN ANY CIVIL OR CRIMINAL COURT. 


PROTECT YOURSELF 
NOTIFY POLICE IMMEDIATELY AFTER ACCIDENT 
THEN SUBMIT WRITTEN REPORT 


6. If the accident involves a parked car, you must locate the 
owner or leave your name, address, and the name of the owner 
of the vehicle you are driving and a statement of the cireum- 
stances of the collision on the damaged vehicle where the 
owner will find it. 
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WHY ACCIDENT REPORTS ARE REQUIRED 

Accident reports are used to determine when and where accidents 
are happening most frequently, in order that steps may be taken 
to reduce them and the resulting deaths and injuries. 


INFORMATION FOR COMMERCIAL 
OPERATORS AND CHAUFFEURS 


Tf you intend to drive a vehicle used for the purpose of transporting 
passengers or property, you should study these pages of special in- 
formation for drivers of commercial motor vehicles because there 
are many rules and regulations that govern the operation of com- 
mercial vehicles that do not apply to regular passenger cars, 

Your responsibility as the driver of a vehicle used for transporta- 
tion of passengers or property is much greater than that of an ordi- 
nary operator. Your examination will include ten questions on over 
size or special equipment. These additional questions will be based 
on the information given in the following pages of this book. 

Many operators pattern their driving habits after commercial 
operators and chauffeurs. It is your responsibility to help them 
be better drivers by setting a good example. 


COMMERCIAL OPERATOR 


A commercial operator’s license may be issued to any person who 
is at least 16 years of age and can meet the requirements of the 
examination . The driver of any motor vehicle used for delivery 
purposes or in transporting property must have a commercial ope- 
rator’s license. 


CHAUFFEUR 


A chauffeur’s license may be issued to any qualified person who 
is at least 16 years of age, but it will be restricted to driving as a 
private chauffeur. A person must be 21 years of age to secure a 
chauffeur’s license for operating a school bus, taxi, or other vehicle 
operated as a common carrier of persons. 
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PERSONS WHO ARE EXEMPT 


1. If you have a valid chauffeur’s license, you are not required 
to have a commercial operator’s license. 


to 


If you hold an operator's license, you are not required to have 
a chauffeur's license if you are employed by, and operate a 
motor vehicle belonging to any incorporated city, town, or 
county of this State. 

3. You do not need a Texas Commercial Operator’s or Chauffeur’s 
license to drive a motor vehicle in this State, if you are a non- 
resident and hold a valid chauffeur’s license from your home 
state, provided you are at least 18 years of age. 


SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 


There are additional laws which govern the operation of commer- 
cial motor vehicles: 


1. Mirror. All commercial motor vehicles must be equipped with 
a mirror that will permit the driver to see other vehicles ap- 
proaching from the rear. 


2. Papers. All truck drivers must carry a commercial operator’s 
or chauffeur’s license and the registration papers (receipt for 
license plates) on the truck at all times. The receipt shows 
the weight of the vehicle empty and how much it is registered 
to haul. 


3. Flares, Fusees or Reflectors. No person shall operate a truck 
or bus outside the limits of any city from one half hour after 
sunset to one half hour before sunrise unless carrying on such 
vehicles three flares, fusees or approved reflectors. When the 
truck or bus is disabled on the roadway or shoulder of the 
highway at night, the driver must place the flares, fusees or 
reflectors as follows: One at a distance of 100 feet in front 
of the vehicle, one at a distance of 100 feet to the rear of the 
vehicle, and one at the traffic side of the vehicle 10 feet to 
the front or rear. Two red flags or approved reflectors, one 
at 100 feet in each direction from the vehicle must be used 
instead of flares or fusees during the daylight hours. 
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WHEN FLARES ARE NOT REQUIRED, ONE RED FLAG SHALL 
BE PLACED IN FRONT AND ONE RED FLAG IN REAR OF 
VEHICLE IN POSITIONS DESIGNATED FOR FLARES, 


THREE (3) APPROVED REFLECTORS MAY BE DISPLAYED 
IN LIEU OF FLARES BY NIGHT OR FLAGS BY DAY. 


VEHICLES TRANSPORTING INFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS oR 
GASES MAY DISPLAY ELECTRIC LANTERNS, BUT SHALL 
NOT USE FLARES, FUSEES, OR ANY SIGNAL PRODUCED 
BY FLAME. 

OTHER TRUCKS (AND BUSES) MUST DISPLAY A FUSEE 
IMMEDIATELY ON THE TRAFFIC SIDE WHILE FLARES aS 
ARE BEING SET OUT, UNLESS ELECTRIC LANTERNS (OR 
APPROVED REFLECTORS) ARE CARRIED. 


Proper Location of Flares on Highway 


4. Fire Extinguisher. Every motor vehicle engaged in the trans- 
portation of passengers for hire or lease shall be equipped 
with at least one quart of a chemical type fire extinguisher in 
good condition and conveniently located for immediate use. 

5. Clearance Lights and Reflectors: 

a. Every bus or truck must be equipped with two red re- 

flectors, one on each side of the rear, and one stop light. 

b. In addition, any truck or bus 80 or more inches in width 

and trailer or semi-trailer having a gross weight of more 
than 3,000 pounds must be equipped with: 

(1) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side. 

(2) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side. 

(3) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 

near the front and one at or near the rear. 

(4) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 

front and one at or near the rear. 
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LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR TRUCKS FRONT 
UNDER 80 INCHES WIDE 


Two Red Reflectors 
Lone Stop Light 
One Tail Light (Red) 


7_—White Light on 
License Plate 


Head Lamps’ 


NO REQUIREMENT 
ON SIDE eo | 


ON EACH SIDE 


Red Side Marker Lamp 
Amber Marker Lamp 
Red Reflector 


LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR POLE TRAILER HAVING A 
REGISTERED OR ACTUAL GROSS WEIGHT IN EXCESS 
OF 3,000 POUNDS. 


EACH 
REAR SIDE 


WHITE LIGHT ON 
LICENSE PLATE 
RED REFLEC- 


TORSs— 


7 p \RED) 


(eoanaren 
MARKER LAMP AND 
CLEARANCE LAMPS 


SHOWING AMBER TO THE FRONT 
AND RED TO THE SIDE AND REAR 


REFLECTOR 


LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR EVERY TRAILER OR SEMITRAILER 
HAVING A REGISTERED OR ACTUAL GROSS WEIGHT IN 
EXCESS OF 3,000 POUNDS 


TWO SIDE 


TAIL LAMP (rep) 
TWO AMBER CLEARANCE LAMPS: WA 
TWO RED CLEARANCE LAMRS= 
TWO RED REFLEGTORS 
STOP LIGHT— 
WHITE LIGHT ON LICENSE PLATE 
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LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR TRUCK TRACTOR 


TAIL LAMP (REO) 
‘STOP LAMP WHEN 
OPERATED AS A 
SINGLE UNIT 


re WO CLEARANCE LAMPS (amaer) 
TWO HEAD LAMPS 


c. Every truck-tractor must be equipped as follows: 

(1) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side. 

(2) On the rear, one stop light when truck-tractor is 
operated as a single unit. 

d. Every pole trailer in excess of 3,000 pounds must be 
equipped as follows: 

(1) On each side, one side marker lamp and one clearance 
lamp which may be in combination to show to the 
front, side and rear. 

(2) On the rear of the pole trailer, or load, two reflectors, 
one at each side. 

e, Every trailer, semi-trailer or pole trailer must have: 

(1) On the rear, two reflectors, one at each side. 

(2) If any trailer or semi-trailer is so loaded or of such 
dimensions as to obscure the stop light of the towing 
vehicle, it must then be equipped with a stop light. 

f. Front clearance lamps, side marker lamps and reflectors 
mounted on the front or on the side near the front shall 
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i* 8. 


10. 


4 


be an amber color. Rear clearance lamps, side marker 

lamps and reflectors mounted on the side near the rear shall 

be red. Clearance lamps and side marker lamps may be 
mounted in combination provided illumination is given as 
required herein with reference to both. 

g. Reflectors are to be mounted at least 24 inches and not 
more than 60 inches from the ground. Side marker and 
clearance lamp should be mounted near the top of the ve- 
hicle, and the clearance lamps so placed as to show the 
extreme width of the vehicle. ; 

h. Reflectors which are required must be visible from a dis- 
tance of from 50 feet to 500 feet. Clearance and side 
marker lamps must be visible for 500 feet under normal 
atmospheric conditions. 

Height. No vehicle, including the load it is hauling, must be 

more than 18 feet and 6 inches in height from the ground to 

the top of the load. 

Width. No vehicle, including the load it is hauling, must have 

a total outside width of more than ninety-six (96) inches, 

(Except that the width of farm machinery must not be more 

than nine (9) feet.) 

Length. The greatest length allowed for a single vehicle is 

thirty-five (35) feet. The greatest length allowed for a com- 

bination of vehicles is forty-five (45) feet, unless such vehicle 
or combination of vehicles is operated exclusively within the 
corporate limits of a city or town. 

Extension Over Front or Rear. It is unlawful to allow any 

part of your load to extend more than three (8) feet beyond 

the front of or more than four (4) feet beyond the rear of 
any vehicle operated on the highway outside the limits of any 
city without first securing a permit from the State Highway 

Department. If any load extends four feet or more beyond 

the rear, there must be displayed on the extreme rear of such 

extension a red flag at least 12 inches square during daylight 
hours and at night a burning red light visible for 500 feet. 

Limitations as to Trailers. It is unlawful to drive a motor ve- 

hicle on any highway outside the city limits drawing or having 

attached to it more than one vehicle. The distance between 
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the motor vehicle and any trailer or other vehicle it is pulling 
must not be more than fifteen (15) feet. (Pole trailers 
excepted.) : 


41. Load Limits. The load limit in Texas is 48,000 pounds gross 
weight, This means the weight of the vehicle and its load 
must not weigh more than 48,000 pounds. 


12, Permits. In order to haul a load that is in excess of the legal 
allowable height, width, length, or weight, an application must 
be made to the State Highway Department for a permit to 
haul such load. The permit will not be granted if the load 
can reasonably be dismantled. 


18. Speed Limits. 


a 


Vehicle: In Cities: On Highways: 
Trucks 80 m.p.h. 45 m.p.h. 
Buses 30 m.p.h. 55 m.p.h. 


Cee 
The State Highway Department or any city or town may reduce the above 
speed limits if road or traffic conditions make changes necessary. 


14. The driver of a commercial motor vehicle when traveling upon 
a down grade must not coast with the clutch disengaged. 


15. Every trailer or semi-trailer having a registered or actual gross 
weight of 3,000 pounds or more must be equipped with brakes 
adequate to stop and to hold such vehicle and be so designed 
as to be applied by the driver of a towing vehicle. 


MAKING RIGHT TURNS WITH LARGE EQUIPMENT: The 
safest way to make a right turn in a vehicle that is too long to 
stay in the proper lane is to approach the corner in the lane next 
to the curb and make the wide swing after the corner has been 
passed. This procedure will enable you to face the traffic with which 
you will interfere while outside of the proper lane and will also pre- 
vent other vehicles from attempting to pass you on the right be- 
fore the turn is made. 
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This booklet is not a complete digest of the Texas motor 
vehicle law, but is a reference book for drivers and covers 
te ap al which experience has shown to be most im- 
portant. 


A copy of the ‘1 exas Motor Vehicle Law and the Unif. 
Act Regulating Traffic on the Highways will ha furnished 
upon request to the Texas Department of Public Safety. 


When you are driving in other states, you must remember 
ae er mie are a eeren from those in Texas, and you 
should familiarize yourself with the laws of 
states in which you drive. a 


ae. 


Cuts used in this pamphlet were furnished through the courtesy of thi 
5 eA i 
Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators and National Sitenicouncili, iat 
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DRIVER ’S LICENSE 


by EDGAR A. GUEST 


This is your license to drive a car: 

To be watchful ever where children are; 
To travel the streets and keep in mind 
That people are sometimes deaf and blind 
And lame and feeble and care distraught 
And accidents come from lack of thought. 


This is your license to drive and so 

All that it means I would have you know. 
Though it isn’t printed in language plain 
It’s an affidavit that you are sane; 

And it also telJs that your state has found 
Your faculties clear and your body sound, 

It says that your state has faith in you; 
That never a wrongful act you’!! do; 

That you know how dangerous hills can be; 
That you’]] pass no car where you cannot see 
A long, clear stretch of the thoroughfare 
And wherever you're going you'll drive with care. 


Carry your license to drive with pride, 

For how shamed you’d be were it once denied! 

It is sworn-to proof that the rules you know, 

That you're neither stupid nor witted-s low; 

That your state through its officers finds you are 
Fit to be trusted to drive a car. 


---Courtesy of the George Matthew Adams Service. 
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DRIVER'S LICENSE AND HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICE“ 


Location: Phone No: 


HEADQUARTERS 7-6181 
ABILENE 7248 
AMARILLO 3-3725 
AUSTIN * 7-6151 
BEAUMONT 4-8531 


CORPUS CHRISTI 3-4407 


“DALLAS Hunter 8-5138 


EL PASO 2-8891 
FORT WORTH LO-5656 
HARLINGEN 3232 
HOUSTON RE-1691 
LUBBOCK 8519 
PECOS 358 
SAN ANGELO 7158 
SAN ANTONIO F-1486 
TYLER 4°7233 
WACO 3-7323 
WICHITA FALLS 4364 


Inquire at Your Courthouse for Days When 


Driver’s License Office Will Be Open in Your County 


Address: 


Camp Mabry, Austin 9, Texas 
2064 Butternut Street 

2200 East 10th Avenue 

5730 Burnet Road 

Jefferson County Courthouse 
Nueces County Courthouse 
Ranger Bldg. Fair G: ounds 
109 Wyoming Street 

324 Rand Street 

All Valley Airport © 

1303 Calumet Street 
Plainview Highway 

Fifth and South Cedar Streets 
Tom Green County Courthouse 
301 South Main Street A 
414 North Bois DtAre 
2914 Franklin 


5th and Van Buren Streets 


